CHAPTER XVI
A CLOCK STRIKES ELEVEN
T
JLHE formidable power of the American Expeditionary
Force made the Armistice possible.
The last advance of the American First Army in France,
ending with the cessation of hostilities at eleven o'clock on
November n, 1918, together with the American Second
Army, organized and ready to strike, represented the pinna-
cle of American military power which probably will never
again be equaled.
The impending end of the war and the Armistice celebra-
tions which followed distracted attention from the last
American advance. It will remain more impressive to those
who observed it than decades of peace celebrations and vic-
tory parades. Nothing so thoroughly measured the tremen-
dous military power of modern America.
I had witnessed the arrival of General Pershing and his
small staff at Boulogne in mid-1917, followed the slow, method-
ical building of the A.E.F., and saw its rookies of Cantigny
become the hardened veterans of the Chateau-Thierry salient,
St. Mihiel, and the Meuse-Argonne.
It is to be doubted whether any army at that time would
have stood long against the powerful mass of maneuver that
Pershing hurled against the Germans in the final phase. The
American machine functioned with such precision and speed
that it was not only difficult for the main body of the retreat-
ing enemy to keep clear of it, but it was almost impossible
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